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Reception

 Opening

MC:  Good afternoon.  Today we have a special opportunity:  to honor Scout Eagle Scoutas he joins the brotherhood of Eagle Scouts.  My name is      , and I’m pleased to be serving as your master of ceremonies.

Before we begin our program, I would now like to introduce a few special guests and ask them to stand or raise their hands in acknowledgement.  Please hold your applause until they are all recognized.  


     

     

     , Mayor


     District Executive 


     Field Director of BSA

MC:  Please stand for the presentation of colors and the Pledge of Allegiance.


Post Colors, etc.

Please join us in the Pledge of Allegiance

Retreat, everyone please be seated.

MC  At this time it is my pleasure to introduce Minister who will lead us in our invocation.

Minister
MC:  I now call on BSA Official, as a representative of the Boy Scouts of America, to officially convene this court of honor.

BSA Official:  As I light this candle, I declare this court of honor to be duly convened for the sole purpose of presenting the Eagle Scout award to Tim Wilkinson.

MC:  Will the honor guard please escort the candidate forward.  

Honor Guard Escort  comes forward

MC:  To earn the highest rank in Scouting, a Scout must spend a great deal of time and effort.  Therefore, the occasion that recognizes his accomplishments should be memorable.  Today, we shall follow the Lighting of the Eagle trail as we recognize the accomplishments of Eagle Scout.

When a boy becomes a Boy Scout there is within him something that we call the spirit of Scouting.  This single lighted candle before you represents that spirit.  Because the spirit of Scouting embodies the principles of the Scout Oath and Law, it becomes a shining beacon of inspiration.  Alone, this light may seem feeble, but when multiplied by the more than three and half million boys in Scouting around the world, it is powerful indeed.  After a boy enters Scouting, the Scout Law that he promises to obey begins to guide his life.  One by one, using the flame from the spirit of Scouting, we shall light the symbols for each part of the Scout Law.  There are 12 parts; each is an important foundation in the building of strong character.  And now, I call on Junior Scout, Senior Scout, and Senior Scout or another Eagle who will recite and light a candle for each part of the scout law.

3 Scouts:  Boy 1 lights candles, Boy 2 reads, Boy 3 reads
Boy 1:  light 12 candles

Boy 2:  A scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean and Reverent.  

MC:  At this time, the boys will recite and light a candle for each part of the Scout Oath.

Boy 2:  On my honor, I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country and to obey the scout law. 

(Light red candle)

Boy 3:  As a Boy Scout of America, I believe that America’s strength lies in her trust in God and in the courage and strength of her people.  I will, therefore, be faithful in my religious duties and will maintain a personal sense of honor in my own life.  I will treasure my American heritage and will do all I can to preserve and enrich it.  I will hold the values of the scout law in the highest regard.

Boy 2:  To help other people at all times. 

(Light white candle)

Boy 3:  I recognize the dignity and worth of my fellow men and will use fair play and goodwill in dealing with them.

Boy 2:  To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight. 

(Light blue candle)

Boy 3:  I will acquire the attitude that seeks truth, strength, and uprightness, first in myself and then in all situations I encounter throughout my life.

MC: Thank you Scouts for the Oath and Law.

Need scout to dim the lights at this point.

Voice of the Eagle Before the dawn of light of day, when our creator made earth and man, there was darkness. As light was given, man could see and advance along his way.

Throughout history, mankind's progress can be measured in units of little bits of light - a spark of faith - of ingenuity - philosophy - art. All these have added to the light on our path through life. So, too, is the Scouting trail lit by little bits of light. Little bits left by the millions of boys who have started up the Eagle Trail.

I, as the voice of the Eagle, am the embodiment of the boys who have started up the Eagle Trail. I have watched each of them as they made the climb.

Eagle Scout, your climb really began with a decision - a most significant decision. Your decision was not based on any lofty idealistic reasons. Instead, you had the reasons most young boys would have - you wanted fun and companionship.

[Scout comes out, and places his rank on the stand on stage.]

But whatever the reason, you made the simple decision to join the Boy Scouts of America. The light of your decision was dim indeed but the spark had been lit. The way was marked.

We remember well when you first came to the base of the cliff and how you looked up in eager anticipation of the fun of camping and fellowship. And soon, after learning our flag's history, a few knots, and so forth, you made this promise: “On my honor I will do my best: to do my duty to God and my country, and to obey the Scout Law: to help other people at all times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake and morally straight.”

[Pause]

"A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and reverent."

[Pause]

Dwell on those words for a moment. Roll them around in your mind. Few phrases outline so fine a set of precepts. As an Eagle, you are expected to live up to them all your life.

Many boys such as you,      , have passed this way before and, in passing, have left a light. This light is the spirit of Scouting. It embodies the fine principles of the Scout Oath and Law, and is a shining beacon of inspiration.

[Tenderfoot comes out, and places his rank on the stand on stage.]

[Pause until scout is in his place.]

The light that each boy leaves may be feeble indeed, but when multiplied by the millions of boys in Scouting, it is very powerful.

Your path ahead was dimly lit by the light of your resolution. With that first step up the trail, you began to build yourself, physically, mentally, and morally. You started living the promise you had made. All the while you were on the trail, we saw you learn by doing. You learned to care for yourself, if lost, if injured, or if hungry. More importantly, you began to put into practice the precepts of Scouting - Scout spirit and service to others.

You were truly a Tenderfoot at first. But not for long.

[Second Class comes out, and places his rank on the stand on stage.]

For soon you reached the first ledge and there you were greeted by a large group of Second Class Scouts.

[Pause until scout is in his place.]

Most Scouts reach this ledge. Some, like yourself, were stopping to catch their breath before continuing along the trail. The others were content and went no further. Your path was lit more brightly, but the trail was becoming steeper.

Ahead of you lay the first real summit of your climb - the First Class peak. Up until now, you had been learning the rudiments of Scouting and how to care for yourself. You now began to learn leadership principles and how to care for others. You found you must become proficient in many skills related to the survival of yourself and others under difficult conditions 

[First Class comes out, and places his rank on the stand on stage.]

[Pause until scout is in his place.]

Yes, you learned these new skills but, most importantly, your Scout spirit was growing with you, until almost before you knew it, you had reached the First Class peak.

Here you were greeted by an even smaller group than before, and you were tempted to remain on this ledge and bask in First Class glory, just as many of the others were doing, but the light of your Scout spirit had grown bright indeed. Your past accomplishments and the growth of your character spurred you on.

The rank of Star Scout, which had seemed so unattainable such a short time before, now seemed within your reach. But to grasp it, you found you must not only become adept in many new skills, but again, the most important factor was the continued growth of your Scout spirit which you demonstrated by your citizenship, scholarship, community service and the help and leadership you extended to your fellow Scouts - particularly those below you on the trail.

[Star comes out, and places his rank on the stand on stage.]

Again you proved yourself worthy. You were awarded the rank of Star Scout by your Scoutmaster.

[Pause until scout is in his place.]

The path behind you was bright with your accomplishments. The rank of Eagle was becoming dimly lit in the distance. But before you could reach my nest, you found a third major summit blocking your way - the Life Scout rank.

Now the trail was steeper, and much less worn. The path was becoming lonely. You looked back and saw the crowds below you; you looked up but saw few above you. With renewed determination, you continued your climb up the trail, but now you found it harder to demonstrate continued growth of your character and your Scout spirit because you were growing out of the boyhood stage. You now had to show that you had an understanding of your responsibilities as a citizen and a member of our society and a willingness to accept those responsibilities.

In learning the new skills demanded of this rank, you found that your school homework was becoming a serious and conflicting problem - yet both Scout work and homework must be done well. You solved this problem by learning one of the more important lessons of Scouting - the need to ration and utilize your time efficiently and effectively. It is a lesson all must learn.

[Life Scout comes out, and places his rank on the stand on stage.]

And thus you were awarded the rank of Life Scout.

[Pause until scout is in his place.]

As the heart badge was placed on your uniform, I am sure you will never forget the thought in your heart: it has been experienced by most Scouts on Life's peak. You thought, "Now I am close to the Eagle's nest. I must and I will carry on." The path toward Eagle Rank was now clear and well lighted but still far above you.

Many boys start up the Scouting trail from the foot of the mountain. Most reach Second Class. Many reach First Class. But as the path steepens, fewer and fewer boys have the perseverance and sense of selfless service to others to reach the higher ranks. At the summit of Life Scout you had but few comrades. On your further climb toward Eagle, the trail was lonelier yet.

The path becomes precipitous. The physical requirements were strenuous and the mental standards were high. But along the way, you were gaining in stature - physically, mentally, and morally. And this growth was necessary because the most important requirement for Eagle is the personal character of a Scout as reflected in the ideals of Scouting. These were demonstrated by your cooperation and service to others, in the home, at school, in the community - as well as within the Troop.

Yes,      , we have watched your character unfold and become more manly. We have watched your leadership expand into a valuable asset, and we have watched your mind develop and your wisdom increase. We have watched all these things in you and approve. And now that you are at the threshold of your goal, we welcome you, for you have done your climbing in a true Scout-like manner.  This is the voice of the Eagle.

MC: We have with us this afternoon Presenter.  Presenter's first namewill deliver the Eagle Charge.

Presenter: The Eagle Charge
Scouts of all nations make up one of the most wholesome and significant movements in the world's history. You have been judged by the Boy Scouts of America as being worthy of this honor. All who know you rejoice in your achievement. This award, as you will know, is one of honor and responsibility. You are a marked man. As an Eagle Scout, you have assumed a solemn obligation to do your duty to God, to Country, to your fellow Scouts, and to mankind in general. This is a great undertaking. As you live up to your obligations you bring honor to yourself and to your brother Scouts.

America has many good things to give you and your children after you; but these good things depend for the most part on the quality of her citizens. Our country has had a great past. You can help make the future even greater. 

I charge you to undertake your citizenship with a solemn dedication. Be a leader, but lead only toward the best. Lift up every task you do and every office you hold to the highest level of service to God and to your fellow man.

So live and serve, that those who know you will be inspired to finer living. I charge you to be among those who dedicate their hearts, hands, skills, and abilities to the common good. Help to build America's future by continuing to set an example of clean living, honest work, unselfish citizenship and reverence for God, whatever others may do. You will leave behind you a record of which you may be justly proud. 

Eagle Candidate      , I charge you to enter this Eagle Scout brotherhood holding without reservation and ever before you the ideals of honor and service. By the repetition of the Eagle Scout promise before your fellow members, you will become an Eagle Scout. When you pledge yourself on your sacred honor, you will be sealing your eternal loyalty to the code of the Eagle Scout with the same words which closed the Declaration of Independence. 

     :  The Eagle Obligation
The Eagle Rank represents proficiency in all Scouting skills, and is attained by only about 2 percent of all young men in Scouting. It represents a great deal of teamwork as a member and leader of a troop. You demonstrated, by living the Scout Oath and Law, in an effort to perpetuate the Scouting Spirit. It also represents years of hard work, strength of character, persistence and, more important, it is indicative of what lies in the future as a Scout grows into manhood. Eagle Rank testifies that a Scout has an understanding of his community and his nation, and a willingness to become involved. It is also fitting at this time, to explain that not only does this badge signify his hard work, it also signifies certain obligations on his part.

The first obligation of an Eagle Scout is Honor. The white in the Eagle Badge represents honor, and it is the sacred foundation of his character. Character is not what you think of yourself, Tim, but what you are, deep inside. It is what you do to reflect credit upon your home, family, church, school, friends, and yourself. Always let the white of the badge remind you to live with honor.

The second obligation of an Eagle Scout is Loyalty. The blue in the Eagle Badge represents loyalty, your loyalty, for without it, character lacks direction. Regardless of how rough the road, how difficult the task, or how impossible the situation, you must remain loyal to your cause and purpose. It is the sense of belonging, being a part of a team and working together with others. It is standing by your work, your promises and your pledges. It is also the feeling you give others....knowing that they can count on you. Let the blue of this badge remind you to remain loyal.

The third obligation of an Eagle Scout is Courage. The red in the Eagle Badge represents courage, it gives your character force and strength. If you have faith in God and your fellowman, you are able to face each day unafraid and strive to share in the work at hand. You should do your part in all things, regardless of danger, adversity, or hardship. Let the red of the badge remind you of courage.

The fourth obligation is Responsibility. and is represented by the Scout Motto, Be Prepared.    (Light candle on top)  It means that you are always in a state of readiness, both in mind and body, so you will be able to face danger and help others to the best of your ability. It also means that you have been trained for emergencies, and that you are confident of your ability to do your duty as an Eagle Scouts.

The fifth and final obligation is that of Service. This obligation is represented by the Eagle.     Light Candle on Bottom     You must extend a helping hand to those who still toil up the Scouting trail, just as others helped you achieve your goal. It means that the daily good turn must continue. You must strive to protect the weak and defend the helpless. The Eagle also indicates that you are now an elite member of an esteemed group of world citizens. With this honor comes the knowledge that any discredit which falls upon you, also befalls your brother Eagle Scouts.

Are you willing to accept these obligations, responsibilities, and the honor of the Eagle Scout Badge?

Answer: Yes, I am.

Remember your obligations of Honor, Loyalty, Courage, Responsibility, and Service. Our heartfelt congratulations to you on this very, very special occasion, and our sincere hope is that you may always wear your Eagle Badge with dignity and pride.

Music 
MC: It’s now time for the highlight of our program:  the presentation of the Eagle Scout award.  I’d like to ask Scoutmaster      to come forward to make the appropriate presentations.

Scoutmaster:  Becoming an Eagle Scout is a great honor; it’s also a great responsibility.

Many times over the last few years, you’ve joined with your fellow Scouts in repeating the Scout Oath.  Now, you will stand alone and repeat a new oath, the Eagle Scout Promise.  Though the words you say are similar to those you’ve said so many times before, today they will mean more to you than they ever have.  When you pledge yourself on your sacred honor, you will be sealing your oath with the words which closed the Declaration of Independence.

I’d like all Eagle Scouts in the audience to stand at this time and rededicate themselves by repeating the Eagle Scout Promise with our new Eagle Scout.

Please make the Scout sign and repeat after me:

I reaffirm my allegiance… to the three promises of the Scout Oath… I thoughtfully recognize and take upon myself…the obligations and responsibilities…of the rank of Eagle Scout…On my honor I will do my best…to make my training, example, rank, and influence…count strongly for better Scouting…and for better citizenship…in my Troop, …in my community,…and in my contacts with other people…always…

Tuo.  (To Eagles in audience) Please be seated.

Would the honor guard (     ) please escort the candidate’s parents forward.  

(Addressing the honoree) Eagle Scout, your parents have undoubtedly been your primary source of help and strength.  

No one will ever know the unnumbered acts of self-sacrifice from your mother.  I’d like your mother to pin the Eagle medal on your uniform. (She does so.)

In recognition of your mother’s devotion, please present her with this Eagle mother’s line. (Scout pins on mother’s pin.)

Your father has been the source of much advice and guidance along the Eagle trail, so I’d like him to present the Eagle Scout certificate to you. (He does so.)

In return, please present your father with this Eagle tie tack. (He does so.)

(Facing the audience)  And now, it gives me great pleasure to present to you our newest Eagle Scout, Eagle Scout!

MC:  Introduce Scout's chosen speaker.

Scout's chosen speaker:  short speech

MC: Thank you      .  Introduce Other Guest speaker(s)
Other Guest speaker(s):  short speech

MC.  Thank you Other Guest speaker(s).  
Introduce Other Guest speaker(s) as appropriate.

Rick Bryan:  short speech

MC.  We’re not through yet,


Tim received numerous letters and awards of congratulations from the following:

(i.e.) Presidents Jimmy Carter, Gerald Ford, George H. Bush and George W. Bush



Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense



George Voinovich, U.S. Senator

Present flag to Eagle Scout.

Eagle Scout  - Eagle Minute

MC: Today has indeed been a special day.  Thank you all for coming out and participating in this wonderful event.  Let’s give our new Eagle Scout one more round of applause.

I now call on Ministerto give our benediction.

Minister:

MC: Thank you Minister.  Will Greg Wilkinson, Assistant Senior Patrol Leader please lead us in the closing ceremony.

Senior Patrol Leader:  Please rise.  Color guard, prepare to retire the colors.  Retire the colors.  Please salute.

At Ease.

MC: This concludes our ceremony.  Thank you for coming.  We invite everyone present to join us across the street, to congratulate the new Eagle Scout and his parents.  Join us for refreshments and food.
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